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Abstract. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) authorizes federal funding for the education 
of children with disabilities and requires, as a condition for the receipt of such funds, the provision of a free 
appropriate public education (FAPE). The statute also contains detailed due process provisions to ensure the 
provision of FAPE and includes a provision for attorneys fees. Congress is presently considering reauthorizing 
IDEA. H.R. 1350, 108th Congress, passed the House on April 30, 2003, by a vote of 251 to 171. On May 13, 
2004, the Senate incorporated S. 1248 in H.R. 1350 and passed H.R. 1350 in lieu of S. 1248 by a vote of 95 to 3. 
This report will discuss current IDEA provisions on attorneys fees and the differing provisions in the House and 
Senate bills. 
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Summary 



The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) authorizes federal funding 
for the education of children with disabilities and requires, as a condition for the receipt 
of such funds, the provision of a free appropriate public education (FAPE). The statute 
also contains detailed due process provisions to ensure the provision of FAPE and 
includes a provision for attorneys ’ fees . Congres s is presently considering reauthorizing 
IDEA. H.R. 1350, 108 lh Congress, passed the House on April 30, 2003, by a vote of 
251 to 171. On May 13, 2004, the Senate incorporated S. 1248 in H.R. 1350 and passed 
H.R. 1350 in lieu of S. 1248 by a vote of 95 to 3. This report will discuss current IDEA 
provisions on attorneys’ fees and the differing provisions in the House and Senate bills. 
This report will not be updated. 



Background 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 1 authorizes federal funding 
for the education of children with disabilities and requires, as a condition for the receipt 
of such funds, the provision of a free appropriate public education (FAPE). 2 The statute 
also contains detailed due process provisions to ensure the provision of FAPE and 
includes a provision for attorneys’ fees. Originally enacted in 1975, the act responded to 
increased awareness of the need to educate children with disabilities, and to judicial 
decisions requiring that states provide an education for children with disabilities if they 



1 20U.S.C. §1400 etseq. 

2 For a more detailed discussion of IDEA see CRS Report RL31259, Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act: Statutory Provisions and Selected Issues. 
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